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Big Ideas
SS	 Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 

SS	 Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important 
events and issues.

LA	 Questioning what we hear, read, and view, contributes to our ability to be educated and 
engaged citizens.

CE	 Practising respectful, ethical, inclusive behaviour prepares us for the expectations of the 
workplace.

CE	 New experiences, both within and outside of school, expand our career skill set and options.

AE	 Experiencing art is a means to develop empathy for others’ perspectives and experiences.

Content
Social Studies
•	 Different systems of government
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues, 

including class structure and gender
•	 Roles of individuals, governmental 

organizations and NGOs, including 
groups representing Indigenous 
Peoples

•	 Media technologies and coverage of 
currents events

Language Arts
•	 Paragraphing, presentation 

techniques, techniques of 
persuasion, oral language strategies

Arts Education
•	 Presenting art in a safe learning 

environment

Career Education
•	 Problem-solving and  

decision-making strategies
•	 Global citizenship

Essential Question(s)
•	 Is the world a fair and just place to live?
•	 What rights do human beings deserve to have?
•	 What rights do we have in Canada?
•	 How do we decide what is fair and just?
•	 How is Canada’s government structured to help 

ensure that our society is fair and just?
•	 How is our Canadian Judicial System structured to 

ensure that our society is fair and just?
•	 What are some governmental and judicial systems 

used around the world?
•	 Which system of government best promotes 

the ideals laid out in the universal charter of 
human rights?

•	 What are the world’s major global issues?
•	 How can governments work together to solve global 

issues?
•	 What are some disputes and challenges the 

Canadian court system is currently facing?
•	 In what ways are our Canadian Government and 

Judicial System structured to ensure that our 
society is fair and just? 

•	 In what ways can it improve?
•	 What are some governmental and judicial systems 

used around the world?
•	 Which type of government and judicial system do 

YOU think is most effective?



1Grade 6 Framework

Lesson 1
Is the world a fair and just place to live?

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 

Essential Question
Is the world a fair and just place to live?

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Inquiry processes and skills to: ask 

questions, analyze ideas, and communicate 
findings and decisions

•	 Develop a plan of action to address a 
selected problem or issue 

Language Arts
•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 

shared understanding and extend thinking

Content
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues, 

including class structure and gender

Supplies
•	 Spaghetti (uncooked)
•	 Mini marshmallows
•	 Tape
•	 String
•	 Large brown envelopes

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know the world’s resources are not equally divided amongst people.
•	 Students will be able to identify some ways in which the world is both unfair and fair. 
•	 Students will be able to identify how the distribution of the world’s wealth and resources are 

inequitable. 

Key Words
Fair, just, fairness, justice, inquiry, World’s resources, problem solving, distribution of wealth, 

Evidence of Learning
•	 Teacher observation
•	 Contribution to class discussion
•	 Exit slips

45 minutes
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Activities
1.	 Divide students into groups of 4 or 5.

2.	 Give each group an envelope containing toothpicks, tape, string and mini marshmallows. 
Note: Each group should have differing amounts of each supply with at least one group 
having lots of each item and one group having very little of each item.

3.	 Explain to students that the groups will be having a competition. They will have fifteen 
minutes to build the tallest tower possible using ONLY the supplies in their envelope. 

4.	 Have students begin building and watch how things unfold as students realize that all 
groups do not have equal supplies. Note: If students approach you to ask if they can 
borrow/trade/complain, do not offer any further directions and advise students that they 
must work it out amongst themselves.

5.	 Give students the one minute warning to complete their tower. After time is complete, have 
a follow up discussion about the activity. Talk about their feelings and behaviour during the 
activity. Did they give up/negotiate/gloat/steal from other groups? Have students discuss 
what was fair and unfair, how they felt about it and how this might relate to our global 
community and the distribution of the world’s wealth and resources.

6.	 As an exit slip, students have two minutes to write thoughts on either their feelings during 
the course of the tower building activity OR how this activity relates to deeper global issues.
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Lesson 2
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms.  

Essential Question
What rights do all human beings deserve to 
have? 

Supplies
•	 Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

handout
•	 White art paper
•	 A variety of art supplies such as oil or chalk 

pastels, watercolours, pencils, collage 
materials etc. (or one material supply of your 
choice)

•	 Optional: The picture book: We Are All Born 
Free by Amnesty International 

•	 Optional: List of picture books and novels
•	 Optional: Lit. Circle Observation sheet

Evidence of Learning
•	 Teacher observation
•	 Human Right illustration 
•	 Contribution to sharing circle

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know the list of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights.
•	 Students will be able to meaningfully 

interpret at least one of the Human Rights.

Key Words
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, human 
rights issues, rights, responsibilities, fairness, 
justice, ethical judgement, picture book list, 
literature circle

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Perspective
•	 Ethical judgment
•	 Evidence

Language Arts
•	 Think critically, creatively and reflectively to 

explore ideas within, between, and beyond 
texts

•	 Recognize and identify the role of personal, 
social, and cultural contexts, values and 
perspectives in texts

•	 Construct meaningful personal connections 
between self, text and world

•	 Respond to text in personal, creative ways
•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 

shared understanding and extend thinking

Arts Education
•	 Demonstrate an understanding and 

appreciation of personal, social, cultural, 
historical and environmental contexts in 
relation to the arts

•	 Take creative risks to express feelings, ideas 
and experiences

Content
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues
•	 International cooperation and responses to 

global issues

60 minutes
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Activities
1.	 In small groups, students will brainstorm on chart paper what rights they think all people 

deserve to have.

2.	 As a class, each group will share their ideas and teacher will record to create a collective 
class list.

3.	 Discuss the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, what it is, and how Canada played 
a role in its creation. John Humphrey, a Canadian lawyer worked with Eleanor Roosevelt 
to create the document, called by the UN, “The most exhaustive documentation on the 
subject of human rights ever written.” Note: See The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
handout

4.	 Assign one right to each student and have them create illustrations to represent the 
meaning and message of their assigned right.

5.	 After students have completed their illustrations, have the class stand in a large circle and 
share their right and accompanying illustration. Students can explain their meaning and 
message if they wish.

6.	 Extension: Read the picture book We Are All Born Free to compare their work with the 
various artists from the book. 
Optional: Prior to or concurrent with Lesson 3, use the accompanying picture book or novel 
list to have students read background information about various issues relating to human 
rights. This could be done in literature circles or as a selection of books for students to read 
during silent reading time. 
 
Note: In Lesson 7, the United Nations will be discussed again in relation to their global 
goals.

References
Amnesty International. We Are All Born Free the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 

Pictures. Lincoln Children’s Books, 2016.
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Picture Book List
Grade 6 and 7 Literature: Theme of Social Justice and world issues

Concentration Camps
Luba: The Angel of Bergen-Belsen by Luba Tryszynska-Frederick

Discrimination based on colour/differences
I am Rosa Parks by Brad Meltzer

Wings by Christopher Myers

Separate is Never Equal by Duncan Tonatiuh

Climate Change/Environment
Wangari’s Trees of Peace by Jeanette Winter

One Plastic Bag By Miranda Paul

Poverty
Maddi’s Fridge By Lois Brandt

Those Shoes by Gandhi

Grandfather Gandhi by Arun Gandhi

Universal Rights 
We Are All Born Free by Amnesty International

This Child, Every Child by David Smith

Equality
If the World Were a Village by David Smith

Right to Education
Beatrice’s Goat by Page McBrier

Gender Equality
And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson and Peter Parnell

Refugees
Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan By Mary Williams
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Novel List
Grade 6 and 7 Literature
Theme of “What rights do all human beings deserve to have?”

Child Slavery
Iqbal by Francesco D’Adamo

Garbage King by Elizabeth Laird

Bitter Chocolate by Sally Grindley

Boys Without Names by Kashmira Sheth

Child Brides
Homeless Bird by Gloria Whelan

Rights to Education
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai

Three Cups of Tea, Young Readers Edition by David Oliver Relin and Greg Mortenson

Poverty
The Most Beautiful Place in the World by Ann Cameron – meant for English Language Learners

Willow and Twig by Jean Little

The Paper House by Lois Peterson

Justice
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen – First Nations content

I am a Taxi by Ben Mikaelsen

The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis – A civil rights movement

War and Refugees 
A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park – See the documentary God Grew Tired of Us based on 
The Lost Boys of the Sudan

Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis

Parvana’s Journey by Deborah Ellis

Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai

Pax by Sara Pennypacker

Refugee by Alan Gratz
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Article 1
We are all born free and equal. We all have 
our own thoughts and ideas. We should all be 
treated in the same way.

Article 2
These rights belong to everybody, whatever 
our differences.

Article 3
We all have the right to life, and to live in 
freedom and safety.

Article 4
Nobody has any right to make us a slave. We 
cannot make anyone else our slave.

Article 5
Nobody has any right to hurt us or to torture 
us.

Article 6
Everyone has the right to be protected by the 
law.

Article 7
The law is the same for everyone. It must treat 
us all fairly.

Article 8
We can all ask for the law to help us when we 
are not treated fairly.

Article 9
Nobody has the right to put us in prison 
without a good reason, to keep us there or to 
send us away from our country.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
All people everywhere have the same human rights which no one can take away. This is the basis 
of freedom, justice and peace in the world.

Article 10
If we are put on trial, this should be in public. 
The people who try us should not let anyone 
tell them what to do.

Article 11
Nobody should be blamed for doing something 
until it is proved. When people say we did a 
bad thing we have the right to show it is not 
true.

Article 12
Nobody should try to harm our good name. 
Nobody has the right to come into our home, 
open our letters, or bother us or our family 
without a good reason.

Article 13
We all have the right to go where we want in 
our own country and to travel abroad as we 
wish.

Article 14
If we are frightened of being badly treated in 
our own country, we all have the right to run 
away to another country to be safe.

Article 15
We all have the right to belong to a country.

Article 16
Every grown up has the right to marry and 
have a family if they want to. Men and women 
have the same rights when they are married, 
and when they are separated.

Article 17
Everyone has the right to own things or share 
them. Nobody should take our things from us 
without a good reason.
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Article 18
We all have the right to believe in whatever we 
like, to have a religion, and to change it if we 
wish.

Article 19
We all have the right to make up our own 
minds, to think what we like, to say what we 
think, and to share our ideas with other people.

Article 20
We all have the right to meet our friends and 
to work together in peace to defend our rights. 
Nobody can make us join a group if we don’t 
want to.

Article 21
We all have the right to take part in the 
government of our country. Every grown up 
should be allowed to choose their own leaders.

Article 22
We all have the right to a home, enough money 
to live on and medical help if we are ill. Music, 
art, craft, and sport are for everyone to enjoy.

Article 23
Every grown up has the right to a job, to a fair 
wage for their work, and to join a trade union.

Article 24
We all have the right to rest from work and 
relax.

Article 25
We have the right to a good life, Mothers and 
children and people who are old, unemployed 
or disabled have the right to be cared for.

Article 26
We all have a right to education and to finish 
primary school which should be free. We 
should be able to learn a career or make use 
of all our skills. Our parents have the right to 
choose how and what we learn. We should 
learn about the United Nations and about how 
to get on with other people and respect their 
rights.

Article 27
We all have the right to our own way of life, 
and to enjoy the good things that science and 
learning bring.

Article 28
There must be proper order so we can all enjoy 
rights and freedoms in our own country and all 
over the world.

Article 29
We have a duty to other people, and we should 
protect their rights and freedoms.

Article 30
Nobody can take these rights and freedoms 
from us.

Reference
“Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” 

United Nations, 217 (III) A, 1948, Paris, 
art. 1, http://www.un.org/en/universal-
declaration-human-rights/. Accessed 15 
Jan. 2019.
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Lit Circle Observation Sheet
Book title and pages read
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

My predictions OR my questions 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Connections – Choose 1: Text to text, text to world, or text to self
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Inferences (I infer... because...)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Evaluation – Give your opinion about a character, the plot, the ending, or the book in general
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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My Visualization: Use descriptive words OR drawings to depict what you visualized as you read.

Summary of what you’ve read this week (5-12 sentences)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 3
The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms.  

Essential Question
What rights do we have in Canada?  

Supplies
•	 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

information handout
•	 List of true, false, or maybe items
•	 Whiteboard and pen for each student OR 

three pieces of scrap paper; one with true, 
one with false and one with maybe written 
on each

•	 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
questions and answer Key

Evidence of Learning
•	 Teacher observation during true, false, or 

maybe activity
•	 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

handout
•	 Interesting fact from www.elections.ca 

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Significance
•	 Perspective
•	 Ethical judgment
•	 Evidence

Language Arts
•	 Apply appropriate strategies to comprehend 

written text and extend thinking
•	 Think critically and reflectively to explore 

ideas within text
•	 Construct meaningful personal connections 

between self, text, and world
•	 Respond to text
•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 

shared understanding and extend thinking

Content
•	 Roles of individuals, governmental 

organizations and NGOs

45 minutes

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know about the rights and freedoms of each Canadian citizen. Students will be 

able to make an ethical judgment about what rights Canadians deserve to have.
•	 Students will be able to make inferences using their background knowledge and draw 

conclusions about the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Key Words
First Nations, Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Canadian Constitution, true/false/
maybe, critical thinking, ethical judgement, inference, Canadian citizen
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Activities 
1.	 Explain to students that we are going to play a game called true, false, or maybe.

2.	 Students will use a whiteboard or get out 3 pieces of paper and write true on one piece, 
false on one piece and maybe on one piece. Note: writing should be large and bold so others 
around the class can see.

3.	 Discuss what the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms represents. Note: Familiarize 
yourself with the charter by reading the htudent handout.

4.	 Explain that you are going to give examples of possible rights in the Charter and students 
need to decide if examples you are giving are true or false.  
Note: If students can’t decide if an example is true or false they may write maybe. 

5.	 After each item is read, have students hold up whiteboard or paper with their judgment. If 
students are very confident about their answers they may hold their paper/whiteboard over 
their head or even stand up.

6.	 Students then have an opportunity to discuss and try to convince others that their 
perspective is the correct one.

7.	 Teacher will then reveal whether the item is true or false. Continue in this manner for the 
rest of the activity.

8.	 In partners or as a class, read the student information handout on the Canadian Charter 
of Rights and Freedoms and answer questions. Note: ideas in handout are complex so 
students may benefit from teacher directed reading of the handout.

The Canadian Charter Questions – Answer Key
1.	 Answers may vary.

2.	 Answers may vary.

3.	 Mobility rights are important because people should be able to live where they want. Some 
countries, past and present, that have limited mobility rights are East Berlin and North 
Korea. Some countries might not have mobility rights because the government might want 
people to live in certain areas or they don’t want the people to move away from the country.

4.	 A person’s fundamental freedoms can be limited in order to protect society. For example, a 
person in jail has certain rights and freedoms taken away because they have broken the law.

5.	 Answer may vary. Interesting fact: the average voter turnout for Canada’s general elections 
since 1867 has been 70.7%.
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True/False/Maybe Questions and Answer Key
 

1.	 You can be arrested without being told why.  
False

2.	 A person accused of a crime is considered guilty until proved innocent.  
False, a person is innocent until proved guilty.

3.	 You have the right to a fair trial. 
True

4.	 Federal and provincial elections must be called at least every two years. 
False, they must be called at least every four years.

5.	 Children have the right to be schooled in either English or French.  
True, whichever is their first language.

6.	 Everyone is equal before the law, regardless of race, religion, nationality, sex, age, or mental 
or physical ability. 
True, although this was controversial until recently.

7.	 Every Canadian citizen has a right to vote. 
False, every Canadian citizen OF AGE has a right to vote.

8.	 Every Canadian of age has always had the right to vote. 
False, women and many minorities and First Nations people were not allowed to vote in the 
past.
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Introduction
The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms (Charter) 
was enacted in 1984 and it effectively replaced the Bill 
of Rights of 1960. Although many of the same rights 
and freedoms are protected by the Charter as by the 
Bill of Rights, the Charter enhances the protections 
provided to Canadians by increasing the number and 
the extent of our rights and freedoms. In addition, the 
Charter now forms part of our Constitution, making 
it difficult for future governments to decrease or limit 
the rights and freedoms we currently enjoy. It applies 
when the government tries to infringe upon the rights of 
Canadians.

Fundamental Freedoms: Section 2
•	 Freedom of conscience and religion
•	 Freedom of thought, belief, and expression
•	 Freedom of peaceful assembly
•	 Freedom of association

Rights and freedoms are not without limits. Sometimes 
they have to be limited in order to protect the rights 
and freedoms of others. For example, prisoners have 
some of their rights and freedoms taken away because 
they have broken the law. An example occurred during 
the Stanley Cup Riots in downtown Vancouver in 
2011. People gathered to celebrate (protected under 
“freedom of peaceful assembly”) with other hockey fans 
(protected under “freedom of association”). However, 
when the assembly turned into a riot the freedoms of 
others (such as those of shopkeepers whose windows 
were broken) were compromised. The police had 
to arrest some rioters who were then charged with 
breaking the law. Freedoms are guaranteed only to 
such reasonable limits as can be justified in a free and 
democratic society.

Overview of the  
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Democratic Rights: Section 3
•	 Every Canadian citizen of age has the right to vote
•	 Every Canadian citizen of age has the right to run for 

public office
•	 Elections, both federal and provincial, must be called 

every five years
•	 Parliament and legislatures must sit at least once 

every 12 months

Right to Vote
Throughout much of history, people have been willing 
to fight and die for the right to vote in order to hold 
the government accountable for its actions. Today, 
countries voting in “free elections” for the first time 
(where an election has a true opponent) often invite 
representatives from other countries to oversee the 
administration of their polling booths in order to ensure 
that the votes are counted accurately. In Canada, our 
right to vote is a birthright or an automatic right when a 
person obtains citizenship status and becomes of age.

Mobility Rights: Section 3
Canadians are allowed to move freely within the 
country and they also have the right to enter and 
remain in Canada. Mobility rights affect those wanting 
to move from one province to another in order to 
seek employment. Wide mobility rights allow people 
to go anywhere to seek opportunities in their field of 
expertise. In some professions such as teaching and 
law, the applicant must meet the required standards of 
the province they are moving into in order to work there.

Some provinces had previously tried to limit these rights 
in order to guarantee that local residents would get 
available jobs first. They were concerned that people 
would move to provinces where there was easier access 
to social services, thereby increasing the tax burden on 
local residents.
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Legal Rights: Section 7-14
Everyone has the right to be secure against 
unreasonable search and seizure.

The police must have reasonable grounds for searching 
you or your home and any evidence that is unlawfully 
obtained may be excluded at trial.

Everyone has the right not to be arbitrarily detained 
or imprisoned. A person must be held in custody on 
reasonable grounds and must be brought before a 
judge or justice as soon as possible or within 24 hours 
of detention to decide if the detention is lawful (habeas 
corpus).

Everyone has the right on arrest or detention to be 
informed promptly of the reasons and to consult 
counsel without delay and to be informed of that right. 
The police use the Charter warning to provide this 
information.

Everyone has the right to a fair trial within a reasonable 
time.

Everyone is innocent until proved guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt. Crown counsel must present 
evidence to an unbiased judge or jury in an open court 
to prove the accused’s guilt. The accused does not have 
to prove anything or call any evidence.

Everyone has the right to be tried by a judge and jury 
where the punishment for the offence charged is over 
five years imprisonment. This provision guarantees the 
right to be judged by one’s peers and it keeps our justice 
system in touch with the opinions of ordinary people 
and with changing community standards.

Everyone has the right not to be compelled as a witness 
and to remain silent when accused of a crime.

Everyone has the right not to be subjected to any cruel 
and unusual treatment or punishment. The punishment 
should fit the crime and it should meet with the broad 
public standard of acceptability.

Equality Rights: Section 15
The Charter guarantees equality rights. Every individual 
is equal before and under the law and has the right 
to equal protection and benefit of the law without 
discrimination based on race, nationality, or ethnic 
origin, colour, religion, sex, age, or mental or physical 
disability.

It may be surprising to note that this clause was one 
of the more controversial issues of the constitutional 
debate. Some provinces did not see the need for 
equality rights to be written into the Charter, since 
provincially human rights codes were seen as protection 
enough.

The phrase “before and under the law” is significant 
because it means that not only do people have equal 
access to the courts and to equal administration of 
justice (the “before” part) but that the laws that are 
discriminatory will be struck down by the courts (the 
“under” part).

Language Rights: Section 16-22
•	 Either English or French may be used in Parliament
•	 All documents of Parliament must be published in 

both languages
•	 Members of the public can communicate with the 

federal government in either language
•	 The federal government must provide services in 

English and French
•	 Either language can be used in court

Minority Language Education Rights:  
Section 23
•	 Canadians have a right to have their children educated 

in French if:
•	 Their first language is French
•	 They received their own primary education in French
•	 They have a child already receiving education in 

French
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The Canadian Charter Questions
1.	 Do you think a Charter of Rights of Freedoms is important for us to have in Canada or do 

you think it is unnecessary? Explain your thinking.
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Why are the rights and freedoms listed in the Charter important in order to have a free and 
democratic society?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Why are mobility rights important? Can you name any countries in the past or present that 
have limited mobility rights? Why do you think these countries have limited their citizens’ 
movement?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Can you think of any reasons why a Canadian citizen’s freedoms would be limited? Give an 
example.

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 In Canadian elections why do you think so few people actually vote, when in other countries 
people are willing to fight and die for the right to vote?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 4
Deciding What is Fair and Just

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms.  

Essential Question
How does a society decide what is fair and 
just? 

Supplies
•	 Is it fair? handout

Evidence of Learning
•	 Teacher observation of discussion
•	 Is it fair? handout

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Perspective
•	 Ethical judgment
•	 Evidence

Language Arts
•	 Apply appropriate strategies to comprehend 

written text and extend thinking
•	 Think critically to explore ideas within, 

between, and beyond texts
•	 Construct meaningful personal connections 

between self, text, and world
•	 Respond to text in personal, creative, and 

critical ways
•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 

shared understanding and extend thinking

Content
•	 Regional and international conflict 

45 minutes

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will develop an understanding of the meaning of the words fair and just.
•	 Students will be able to make ethical judgments about the fairness of various situations.
•	 Students will be able to give in depth analysis of questions and statements surrounding 

fairness.

Key Words
Fair, just, ethical judgement, fairness, critical analysis
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Activities 
1.	 In partners or groups of 3, students will discuss opening questions of “What is Fair?” and 

“How do we decide what is fair?”

2.	 Students will share ideas with the whole class.

3.	 In partners or groups of three, students will complete Is it fair? handout.

4.	 Each group will be asked to find another group to share their findings with each other. 

5.	 As a class, discuss some or all of the scenarios from Is it fair? 
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Is It Fair?
1.	 Mrs. Gulka came out of the school to find that her car had been stolen. Two of her students 

were playing handball in the school yard. She went over to them and asked if they had seen 
what happened. They said they hadn’t seen anything, but that it was probably Vu, because 
he failed her math quiz. Mrs. Gulka went back into the school and called the police. She told 
them Vu had stolen her car. What’s wrong here?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Mr. Stewart was walking down the hill when he saw Angie and Brian fighting. He asked 
Angie what was going on. Angie said that Brian had cheated on a math exam. Mr. Stewart 
told Brian that he had a detention every night for a week. What’s wrong here?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Jasmine was told by her parents to be home by 11:00 p.m. She didn’t come home until after 
midnight and her parents were very worried. She was grounded for the following weekend, 
and was not allowed to go out with her friends. What’s wrong here?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Mrs. Chong walked into the classroom and told Airie that he was to go straight to court 
because he was being punished for stealing a chocolate bar. What’s wrong here?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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5.	 Hirinda was walking down the street. She was stopped by a police officer and told to come 
down to the station. When they got there, the police officer told Hirinda that she had to pay a 
$50.00 fine. When Hirinda asked why, the police officer said “just pay it.” What’s wrong here?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Anne was generally a good student, but she was having troubles in spelling. She failed Mrs. 
McLeod’s spelling test. Mrs. McLeod told her that she wasn’t allowed to come back to class 
for 2 weeks. What’s wrong here?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 5
Comparing Canada’s Government 

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms.  

Essential Question
How is Canada’s government structured and 
how does it compare to other governments 
around the world? 

Supplies
•	 Comparing Canada’s Government worksheet 

and teacher guide
•	 Internet or print resources on government 

systems
•	 Political Ideologies Explained handout and 

Background Information handout

Evidence of Learning
•	 Comparing Canada’s Government worksheet
•	 Observation of students’ sharing

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Gather and communicate findings

Language Arts
•	 Synthesize ideas from a variety of sources to 

build understanding
•	 Recognize an increasing range of text 

structures and how they contribute to 
meaning

•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 
shared understanding and extend thinking

Content
•	 Different systems of government 

45 minutes

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know information about the system of government in both Canada and a country 

of their choosing. 
•	 Students will be able to compare the structure of the Canadian government with the 

government structure of at least one other country.

Key Words
First Nations, Canadian government, system of government, levels of government, democracy, 
First Nations government, comparing Canada’s government, types of government, Head of State, 
Head of Government, rights, freedoms, parliamentary democracy, constitutional monarchy, Prime 
Minister of Canada, Governor General, freedom of speech, Constitution of Canada, Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms
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Activities 
1.	 Discuss as a whole class, basic information about the structure of the Canadian 

government, to access and review students’ background knowledge. Note: this chart is an 
extension from the grade 5 unit, Lesson 7: Levels of Government in Canada worksheet. You 
may want to review our 3 levels of government and the fact that Canada is a democracy.

2.	 Go over categories found in Comparing Canada’s Government worksheet to clarify meaning. 

3.	 Using the internet or print resources, in partners, have students complete the Comparing 
Canada’s Government worksheet. Students must choose a country to compare to the 
government structure in Canada. 
 
Extension: Students who finish early may choose a third country to research or research a 
First Nations’ system of government.

4.	 Have students share their findings with the class. 
 
Extension activity: Political Ideologies Explained handout. 

Comparing Canada’s Government
Teacher’s Guide

Canada Country of choice:

Type of 
government

•	 Parliamentary Democracy
•	 Constitutional Monarchy

Head of State
(Name and title)

•	 Queen or King of England 
(Name - Title)

Head of 
Government
(Name and title)

•	 Prime Minister of Canada 
(Name - Title)

How leader(s) are 
decided and
length of rule

•	 Prime Minister - fixed election every 4 years, 
unless Governor General dissolves parliament 
earlier; there is no limit to how many terms a 
prime minister can serve

Examples of 
rights and freedoms
(or lack of)

•	 Freedom of Expression, thought and religion
•	 Can participate in all levels of government
•	 Have mobility rights

Who/what determines 
rights 
and freedoms

•	 The Constitution of Canada and the  
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

•	 Supreme Court of Canada
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Comparing Canada’s Government
Canada Country of choice:

_________________________________

Type of 
government

Head of State
(Name and title)

Head of 
Government

(Name and title)

How leader(s) are 
decided and

length of rule

Examples of 
rights and 
freedoms

(or lack of)

Who/what 
determines rights 

and freedoms
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Political Ideologies Explained
Political Ideologies: A set of beliefs about politics. These beliefs help 
shape the policies and practices of governments and political parties. 

Instructions: Fill in each blank using one of the following words: Fascism, Liberalism, 
Conservatism, Communism, or Socialism.

1.	 __________________________________________

•	 The government controls the economy and owns all industries and properties.
•	 Assets and production are shared by the people equally.
•	 No social classes.
•	 Usually an authoritarian government (absolute ruler, total obedience, little/no democracy).

2.	 __________________________________________
•	 The government or community, controls business, assets and land.
•	 Based on cooperation, rather than competition. 
•	 Government is often a dictatorship (absolute power, unrestricted by law, not democratic).

3.	 __________________________________________
•	 Democratic government.
•	 People have freedom and rights. 
•	 People can influence change in politics, society, and economy.

4.	 __________________________________________
•	 Inclination to maintain existing or traditional beliefs, ways, and institutions. 
•	 Opposition to sudden changes in how things are done. 

5.	 __________________________________________
•	 No democracy.
•	 Strong, central government led by a dictator (absolute leader; unrestricted by law).
•	 Government controls society and industry.
•	 Government uses terror and censorship to suppress opposition.

6.	 Label the The Political Spectrum diagram

left right
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Political Ideologies Explained
Background information

The political Spectrum in order from left to right. 

Communism	
•	 The government controls the economy and owns all industries and properties.
•	 Assets and production are shared by the people equally.
•	 No social classes.
•	 Usually an authoritarian government (absolute ruler, total obedience, little/no democracy).

Socialism
•	 The government or community, controls business, assets and land.
•	 Based on cooperation, rather than competition. 
•	 Government is often a dictatorship (absolute power, unrestricted by law, not democratic).

Liberalism
•	 Democratic government.
•	 People have freedom and rights. 
•	 People can influence change in politics, society, and economy.

Conservatism
•	 Inclination to maintain existing or traditional beliefs, ways, and institutions. 
•	 Opposition to sudden changes in how things are done. 

Fascism
•	 No democracy.
•	 Strong, central government led by a dictator (absolute leader; unrestricted by law).
•	 Government controls society and industry.
•	 Government uses terror and censorship to suppress opposition.

The Political Spectrum diagram

left

Communism

Socialism
Liberalism

Conservatism

Fascism

right
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Lesson 6
Systems of Government Around the World  

Big Ideas 
•	 Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 
•	 Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events 

and issues.

Essential Question
•	 What are some governmental and judicial 

systems used around the world?
•	 Which system of government best promotes 

the ideals laid out in the universal charter of 
human rights?

Supplies
•	 Systems of Government worksheet
•	 Internet

Evidence of Learning
•	 Systems of Government worksheet

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know there are a variety of 

government and judicial systems used 
around the world and that some of these 
systems are more respectful of human rights 
than others.

•	 Students will be able to identify and analyze 
a variety of judicial and government systems 
used around the world. 

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Significance
•	 Evidence
•	 Perspective

Language Arts
•	 Access information and ideas from a variety 

of sources and evaluate for relevance, 
accuracy, and reliability

•	 Synthesize ideas from a variety of sources to 
build understanding

•	 Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to 
explore ideas within, between, and beyond 
texts

•	 Recognize and identify the role of personal, 
social and cultural contexts, values, and 
perspectives in texts

•	 Respond to text in critical ways
•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 

shared understanding and extend thinking
•	 Transform ideas and information to create 

original texts

Content
•	 Different systems of government 

Two-45 minute blocks

Key Words
First Nations, government systems, judicial systems, Universal Charter of Human Rights, human 
rights, absolute monarchy, authoritarian, communism, constitutional monarchy, democracy, 
dictatorship, oligarchy, anarchy, indigenous
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Activities 
1.	 Have students break into partners or small groups and use the internet to brainstorm a 

list of types of government systems used around the world and being prepared to tell a bit 
about each. Note: Have a discussion with students about how to evaluate the accuracy and 
reliability of a website.

2.	 Set a time limit, such as 15 minutes, then regroup and share.

3.	 Make a list of government systems for the entire class to see.

4.	 Then have small groups each choose one system to research further.

5.	 Have students research and take as many notes as possible to complete the Systems of 
Government worksheet.

6.	 Groups then present their chosen government system to the whole class either as informal 
sharing or using a presentation style chosen by the teacher. 

7.	 Examples of systems to research: Absolute monarchy, authoritarian, communism, 
constitutional monarchy, democracy, dictatorship, oligarchy, anarchy, Indigenous, etc.
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Systems of Government
System of government: Advantages of this system:

Define this system of government: Disadvantages of this system:

List the countries where you will find this 
system of government in place:

Explain how the justice system works with this 
type of government:

History: where did this system of government 
first occur?

Other relevant information:



29Grade 6 Framework

Lesson 7
UN Global Goals

Big Ideas 
•	 Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 
•	 Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events 

and issues.

Essential Question
•	 What are the world’s major global issues?

Supplies
•	 Chart paper and pens
•	 We The People video found on  

www.globalgoals.org or Youtube (3 minutes)
•	 Optional: Ted Talk video - How we can make 

the world a better place by 2030 by Michael 
Green (15 minutes)

•	 Optional: Internet 
•	 Optional: Becoming an Active Citizen 

handout and answer key 
•	 Optional: Would you pass the citizenship 

test? handout and answer key 

Evidence of Learning
•	 Chart paper
•	 Class discussion

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Gather, interpret
•	 Cause and consequence
•	 Ethical Judgement

Language Arts
•	 Access information and ideas
•	 Synthesize ideas
•	 Think critically and reflectively

Content
•	 International cooperation and responses to 

global issues
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues, 

including class structure and gender
•	 Roles of individuals. Governmental 

organizations and NGOs, including groups 
representing indigenous peoples

•	 Economic policies and resource 
management, including effects of Indigenous 
peoples

•	 Media technologies and coverage of current 
events

45 minutes

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know about some of the major global issues.
•	 Students will be able to identify and list some of the United Nations’ Global Goals.

Key Words
United Nations, Global Goals, International Declaration of Human Rights
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Activities 
1.	 On chart paper, in small groups, have students brainstorm as many different global issues 

and problems they can think of that they feel need to be resolved. 

2.	 Have each group share their ideas. Teacher can record on board to make a collective class 
list.

3.	 Review who the United Nations are. Remind students that it is the organization that created 
the International Declaration of Human Rights (refer to lesson 2). Explain that in 2015, the 
UN also came up with a list of Global Goals to help make a plan to solve global issues.

4.	 Show video, We the People from www.globalgoals.org (3 minutes).

5.	 Ask students if there were any goals mentioned in the video that the class had missed, that 
they would like to add to the collective class list.

6.	 Optional Wrap-Up #1: Show the Ted Talk video How we can make the world a better place 
by 2030 by Michael Green (15 minutes). Working in partners, have students choose one or 
two of the Global Goals to research further. 
Optional Wrap-Up #2: Becoming an Active Citizen handout. 
 
Extension: Would you pass the Citizenship test? handout.

Becoming an Active Citizen
Answer Key
Activity 1

1.	 Identify the characteristics of an active citizen in a democratic society.
•	 Respectful of oneself and others, honest, loyal, concern for issues of imporance, 

commitment to, or lobbies for change. Students may also have other answers.

2.	 Give examples of people you feel have characteristics of active citizens in our world today or 
in our past. Why have you chosen these particular people? What have they done that makes 
them stand out as special citizens?
•	 Craig Keilburger, Dalai Lama, David Suzuki. have students share their important person 

and the reasons for choosing that person.

Activity 2

3.	 Brainstorm answers to the following questions: How would you become a more active 
citizen and an agent of change? What would you do? What could you do? 
•	 You will have a variety of answers to this question. Many students will say, get involved 

with volunteering, understand more issues or doresearch.
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Questions about Canada
Aboriginal Peoples

	 1.	 What are the three main groups of 
Aboriginal peoples?

	 a.	 Inuit, First Nations, Métis

	 2.	 Which Aboriginal Peoples make up more 
than half the population of the Northwest 
Territories and Nunavut? 

	 c.	 Inuit

History

	 3.	 Where did the first European settlers in 
Canada come from?

	 a.	 France

	 4.	 When did settlers from France first 
establish communities on the St. 
Lawrence River?

	 a.	 17th Century

	 5.	 Which trade spread across Canada, 
making it important to the economy for 
over 300 years?

	 b.	 Fur

Confederation/Government

	 6.	 What is the Canadian Constitution?
	 a.	 A document used to outline the 

powers of government. 

	 7.	 Which four provinces first formed 
Confederation and in what year?

	 b.	 Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick – 1867

	 8.	 When is Canada Day and what does it 
celebrate?

	 b.	 July 1st. It celebrates our nation’s 
birthday.

Would you pass the Citizenship Test?
Answer key

Rights and responsibilities

	 9.	 Name two fundamental freedoms 
protected by the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms.

	 c.	 Freedom of belief and freedom of 
speech.

	10.	 Name three responsibilities of citizenship.
	 c.	 To obey the law, vote in elections, 

eliminate discrimination and racism.

	11.	 Name three rights Canadian citizens 
have.

	 a.	 Presumption of innocence, right to 
vote, right to preference for federal 
employment.

Languages

	12.	 What are the two official languages of 
Canada?

	 b.	 English and French

	13.	 Which province has the most bilingual 
Canadians?

	 b.	 Quebec

Symbols

	14.	 What does the Canadian flag look like?
	 c.	 A maple leaf

	15.	 Give the first two lines of Canada’s 
national anthem.

	 a.	 O Canada our home and native land.  
True patriots love in all of us 
command.
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Geography

	16.	 What is the population of Canada? 
	 b.	 37,000,000

	17.	 What is the capital city of Canada?
	 c.	 Ottawa

	18.	 Which mountain range is on the border 
between Alberta and British Columbia?

	 a.	 Rocky Mountains

Economy

	19.	 What country is Canada’s largest trading 
partner?

	 c.	 United States

	20.	 Which region is known as the industrial 
and manufacturing heartland of Canada

	 b.	 Central Canada

	21.	 Which region of Canada is known for both 
its fertile agricultural land and valuable 
energy resources?

	 b.	 Prairie Region

Federal Government

	22.	 Who is Canada’s Head of State?
	 b.	 Governor General (The Queen)

	23.	 What is the name of the current Governor 
General?

Julie Payette at time of publication.

	24.	 What is Canada’s system of government 
called? 

	 a.	 Constitutional Monarchy

	25.	 What are the three parts of Parliament?
	 a.	 Senate, House of Commons, Governor 

General (The Queen)

	26.	 What are the three levels of government 
in Canada? 

	 b.	 Local, Provincial, Federal

Federal Elections

	27.	 How many electoral districts are there in 
Canada?

	 c.	 338 at time of publication

	28.	 What three requirements must you meet 
in order to vote in a federal election?

	 a.	 A citizen, 18 years, registered to vote

	29.	 When does an election have to be held 
according to the Constitution?

	 b.	 At least once every four years

	30.	 Name the Prime Minister of Canada and 
his/her party.

At time of publication, Justin Trudeau, The 
Liberal Party.

	31.	 How are senators chosen?
	 b.	 Appointed by the Governor General on 

the advice of the Prime Minister.

Questions about your region

	32.	 What is the capital city of the province or 
territory in which you live?

For BC it is Victoria.

	33.	 List three natural resources important to 
your region’s economy

For BC: lumber, fish, minerals

	34.	 What is the name of the premier of your 
province or territory?

At the time of publication: John Horgan

Would you pass the Citizenship Test?
Answer key
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Becoming an Active Citizen
Instructions: The following questions are based solely on your opinion. There are no correct or 
incorrect answers. Be honest and aware when answering the questions below. 

Activity 1

1.	 Identify the characteristics of an active citizen in a democratic society.
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Give examples of people you feel have characteristics of active citizens in our world today or 
in our past. Why have you chosen these particular people? What have they done that makes 
them stand out as special citizens?

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity 2

3.	 Brainstorm answers to the following questions: How would you become a more active 
citizen and an agent of change? What would you do? What could you do? 

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Citizenship Basics
You can be born a Canadian citizen if your 
birthplace is Canada or if you were born 
outside of Canada but one or both parents are 
Canadian citizens.

If you were not born a citizen then you must 
apply for a Grant of Citizenship. To qualify for 
a Grant of Citizenship you must be 18 years 
of age, make an application for citizenship 
and must be a permanent resident (landed 
immigrant) for at least three of the last four 
years. 

You may not apply for Canadian citizenship 
if you are under 18 years of age, under a 
probation order, a paroled inmate, inmate of 
any prison, jail, reformatory or penitentiary, 
have been charged with an offence under the 
Citizenship Act or an indictable offence or are 
under investigation by CSIS or the RCMP for 
war crimes or crimes against humanity. 

Your rights as a citizen include the right to 
vote, the right to hold a Canadian passport, 
the right not to be deported from Canada 
(specific guidelines apply to this if you are/
were a foreign national or permanent resident), 
the right to run in an election, and the right 
to receive preference over non-citizens for 
certain jobs within the federal government. 
Note that permanent residents are under no 
legal obligation to apply for citizenship.

A citizenship application involves filling the 
necessary papers, taking a citizenship test, 
sitting for an oral interview or citizenship 

hearing, attending a citizenship ceremony and 
taking an oath of citizenship.

Prior to 1977, Canada did not allow dual 
citizenship and persons from other countries 
either lost citizenship to their native home or 
were not granted Canadian citizenship. You 
may lose your citizenship if you renounce it 
formally by application, by making a fraudulent 
application or if you were born outside of 
Canada to Canadian parents after February 
1977 and attained the age of 28 without 
making application to retain your citizenship. 

With the rights of citizenship come 
responsibilities, and Canadian citizens are 
expected to obey the law, vote in elections, 
respect diversity and fight intolerance, help 
others in the community, care for and protect 
our heritage, and respect the rights of others. 
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Questions about Canada
Aboriginal Peoples

1.	 What are the three main groups of 
Aboriginal peoples?
a.	 Inuit, First Nations, Métis
b.	 Inuit, Coast Salish, Cree
c.	 Algonquin, Métis, Coast Salish

2.	 Which Aboriginal peoples make up more 
than half the population of the Northwest 
Territories and Nunavut? 
a.	 Cree
b.	 Mic Mac
c.	 Inuit

History

3.	 Where did the first European settlers in 
Canada come from?
a.	 France
b.	 England
c.	 Spain

4.	 When did settlers from France first 
establish communities on the St. 
Lawrence River?
a.	 17th Century
b.	 16th Century
c.	 18th Century

5.	 Which trade spread across Canada, 
making it important to the economy for 
over 300 years?
a.	 Fish 
b.	 Fur
c.	 Fowl

Would you pass the Citizenship Test?
Confederation/Government

6.	 What is the Canadian Constitution?
a.	 A document used to outline the 

powers of government. 
b.	 A document that gave power to 

Canada.
c.	 A document that gave us a bill of 

rights.

7.	 Which four provinces first formed 
Confederation and in what year?
a.	 Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, British 

Columbia – 1857
b.	 Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New 

Brunswick – 1867
c.	 Ontario, Quebec, New Brunswick, 

Prince Edward Island – 1871

8.	 When is Canada Day and what does it 
celebrate?
a.	 July 4th. It celebrates our nation’s 

birthday.
b.	 July 1st. It celebrates our nation’s 

birthday.
c.	 July 1st. It celebrates our first Prime 

Minister’s birthday.

Rights and responsibilities

9.	 Name two fundamental freedoms 
protected by the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms.
a.	 The right to be free of excessive taxes 

and freedom of speech.
b.	 Freedom of law and freedom of 

religion.
c.	 Freedom of belief and freedom of 

speech.
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10.	 Name three responsibilities of citizenship.
a.	 Obey the law, vote in elections, pay 

taxes.
b.	 Pay taxes, fight crime, have children. 
c.	 To obey the law, vote in elections, 

eliminate discrimination and racism.

11.	 Name three rights Canadian citizens 
have.
a.	 Presumption of innocence, right to 

vote, right to preference for federal 
employment.

b.	 Right to education, right to vote, right 
to housing.

c.	 right to vote, right to own a gun, right 
to a lawyer upon arrest.

Languages

12.	 What are the two official languages of 
Canada?
a.	 Spanish and French
b.	 English and French
c.	 German and French

13.	 Which province has the most bilingual 
Canadians?
a.	 Ontario
b.	 Quebec
c.	 New Brunswick

Symbols

14.	 What does the Canadian flag look like?
a.	 A Union Jack
b.	 A Fleur-de-lis
c.	 A maple leaf

15.	 Give the first two lines of Canada’s 
national anthem.
a.	 O’ Canada our home and native land.  

True patriots love in all of us 
command.

b.	 O’ Canada the truth north strong and 
free. We stand on guard, we stand on 
guard for thee. 

c.	 Oh say can you see by the dawn’s 
early light. What so proudly we hailed 
at the twilight’s last gleaming.

Geography

16.	 What is the population of Canada? 
a.	 27,000,000
b.	 37,000,000
c.	 61,000,000

17.	 What is the capital city of Canada?
a.	 Montreal
b.	 Toronto
c.	 Ottawa

18.	 Which mountain range is on the border 
between Alberta and British Columbia?
a.	 Rocky Mountains
b.	 Cascade Mountains
c.	 Alberta Mountains

Economy

19.	 What country is Canada’s largest trading 
partner?
a.	 Mexico
b.	 China
c.	 United States

20.	 Which region is known as the industrial 
and manufacturing heartland of Canada
a.	 Atlantic provinces
b.	 Central Canada
c.	 West Coast
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21.	 Which region of Canada is known for both 
its fertile agricultural land and valuable 
energy resources?
a.	 Atlantic Region
b.	 Prairie Region
c.	 Central Canada

Federal Government

22.	 Who is Canada’s Head of State?
a.	 Lieutenant Governor
b.	 Governor General (The Queen)
c.	 Prime Minister

23.	 What is the name of the current Governor 
General?

_ _________________________________________

24.	 What is Canada’s system of government 
called? 
a.	 Constitutional Monarchy
b.	 Parliamentary Government
c.	 Republican Democracy

25.	 What are the three parts of Parliament?
a.	 Senate, House of Commons, Governor 

General (The Queen)
b.	 Senate, House of Representatives, 

Lieutenant Governor
c.	 House of Commons, Prime Minister, 

Governor General

26.	 What are the three levels of government 
in Canada? 
a.	 Civil, Criminal, Constitutional
b.	 Local, Provincial, Federal
c.	 Federal, national, Constitutional

Federal Elections

27.	 How many electoral districts are there in 
Canada?
a.	 311
b.	 325
c.	 338 

28.	 What three requirements must you meet 
in order to vote in a federal election?
a.	 A citizen, 18 years, registered to vote
b.	 A resident, 18 years, registered to vote
c.	 A resident, 21 years, registered to vote

29.	 When does an election have to be held 
according to the Constitution?
a.	 At least once every 4 years
b.	 At least once every 5 years
c.	 At least once every 6 years

30.	 Name the Prime Minister of Canada and 
his/her party.

_ _________________________________________
_ _________________________________________

31.	 How are senators chosen?
a.	 Elected as our other Members of 

Parliament.
b.	 Appointed by the Governor General on 

the advice of the Prime Minister.
c.	 By Parliament through a secret ballot 

system.

Questions about your region

32.	 What is the capital city of the province or 
territory in which you live?

_ _________________________________________

33.	 List three natural resources important to 
your region’s economy

_ _________________________________________	
_ _________________________________________
_ _________________________________________

34.	 What is the name of the premier of your 
province or territory?

_ _________________________________________	
_ _________________________________________
_ _________________________________________
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Lesson 8
International cooperation to Achieve Global Goals 

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 
Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events 
and issues. 

Essential Question
How can governments work together to solve 
global issues? 

Supplies
•	 Chart paper
•	 T-Chart handout

Evidence of Learning
•	 T-Charts

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Inquiry Processes
•	 Gather, interpret, analyze and communicate 

findings and decisions
•	 Develop a plan of action to address a 

selected problem or issue

Language Arts
•	 Extend Thinking
•	 Synthesizing Ideas
•	 Think Critically and Reflectively 

Content
•	 International cooperation and responses to 

global issues
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues, 

including class structure and gender
•	 Roles of individuals. Governmental 

organizations and NGOs, including groups 
representing Indigenous peoples

•	 Economic policies and resource 
management, including effects on 
Indigenous peoples

•	 Media technologies and coverage of current 
events 

60 minutes

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know about a variety of global issues and how governmental organizations, 

NGOs, and other groups are working together to solve them.
•	 Students will be able to identify what still needs to be done to solve major global issues.

Key Words
Global issues, United Nations, gender equality, child labour, poverty, clean water and sanitations, 
quality education, life below water, life on land, climate action
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Activities 
1.	 You could assign topics to partners if you want to ensure a variety of topics are covered or 

you could let the students choose. In partners, have students choose a global issue from 
the following list: 

•	 Gender equality 
•	 Quality education
•	 Life below water (Fisheries management)
•	 Life on land (resource use and misuse)
•	 Climate action (Environmental Issues)
•	 Zero Hunger (Food distribution and famine)
•	 Clean water and sanitation
•	 Child labour
•	 No poverty
•	 Reduced inequalities (of world’s resources)

	  
	 Note: you may also choose to assign topics brainstormed from the collective class list 
	 developed in Lesson 7.

2.	 In partners, students will write their topic at the top of a piece of chart paper. Students will 
then create a T-chart: on the left side, the heading is Information about Global Issue and in 
the middle, the heading is How governmental organizations, NGOs, and other groups are 
working together, and on the right side, the heading is What more still needs to be done. See 
T-chart handout.

3.	 Give students 30 minutes to use the Internet to research and take as many notes as 
possible to complete all three sections of their T-Chart.

4.	 Have each partnership give a one-minute share out about what they have learned.
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Global Issue T-Chart
Global issue:___________________________________________________________________________________

Information about global issue How governmental organizations, 
NGOs, and other groups are 

working together

What more still  
needs to be done
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Lesson 9
Current Events in the Canadian Judicial System 

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 
Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events 
and issues. 

Essential Question
What are some disputes and challenges the 
Canadian court system is currently facing?

Supplies
•	 Current event summary worksheet
•	 Current event teacher example article
•	 Current event presentation rubric
•	 Oral language presentation rubric

Evidence of Learning
•	 Teacher monitored group discussions and 

collection of chart paper.
•	 Current event summary worksheet

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will obtain background knowledge 

of cases currently taking place in the 
Canadian judicial system.

•	 Students will be able to identify editorial 
biases and be able to evaluate the reliability 
of their article’s source.

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Evidence
•	 Cause and Consequence
•	 Perspective
•	 Ethical Judgment

Language Arts
•	 Access information and ideas from a variety 

of sources and evaluate their relevance, 
accuracy, and reliability

•	 Apply appropriate strategies to comprehend 
written, oral, and visual texts and extend 
thinking

•	 Think critically, creatively, and reflectively to 
explore ideas within, between, and beyond 
texts

•	 Recognize and identify the role of personal, 
social and cultural contexts, values, and 
perspectives in texts

•	 Construct meaningful personal connections 
between self, text, and world

•	 Respond to text in personal and critical ways
•	 Exchange ideas and viewpoints to build 

shared understanding and to extend thinking

Content
•	 Media technologies and coverage of current 

events

60 minutes

Key Words
First Nations, current events, current event summary sheet, current event presentation checklist, 
editorial biases, Canadian judicial system, federal, provincial, local, indigenous, reliability of 
source
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Activities 
1.	 Before introducing your chosen current event article, discuss the importance of choosing a 

reliable source for an article. Have students listen to see if they can identify whether or not 
the article came from a reliable source and whether or not they can identify any biases in 
the writing. 

2.	 Choose a sample current event article to share with the class. Choose one that relates to the 
Canadian judicial system.  

3.	 In groups of 2 or 3, students will fill in a Current Event Summary sheet about the shared 
article. 

4.	 As a class, discuss thoughts and ideas from completed sheets. 

5.	 Give students some time to find a current event article relating to the Canadian judicial 
system, using internet or a selection of media resources. For example, topics may include 
First Nations issues, local disputes, high profile criminal cases in Canada, etc.. 

6.	 Have students complete their own Current Event Summary worksheet for the next lesson. 
Note: if you would like a wide range of topics, specifically assign different students to bring 
articles pertaining to federal, provincial, local, or Indigenous themes.

7.	 Tell students that they will be presenting their articles to the class next day. Hand 
out Current Event and Oral Language Presentation checklists and go over criteria for 
presentations.
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Summary of Current Event 
Objective: You must choose one current event article to summarize and analyze.
You may find this article in your local newspaper, online, or through the radio/tv.

News story topic:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

News story source: (attach clipping of article to this page)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Is your source accurate, reliable, and relevant? How do you know this?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

What happened?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

When did it happen?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Where did it happen?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Who was involved?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Other relevant information? (How?)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this story significant? Provide your personal, critical response here:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
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Current Event - Presentation Rubric
Name: Not Yet Meeting 

Expectations
Minimally Meeting 

Expectations
Meeting 

Expectations
Exceeding 

Expectations

Presenter: 
Appropriate 
selection of 
article

Detailed critical 
analysis of article

Spoke audibly 
with expression

Answered 
audience 
members’ 
questions 
accurately, 
thoughtfully, and 
with confidence

Audience 
member:  
remained focused 
on speakers 
and their 
presentations

Asked thoughtful 
questions
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Oral Language - Presentation Rubric
Name: Not Yet Meeting 

Expectations
Minimally Meeting 

Expectations
Meeting 

Expectations
Exceeding 

Expectations

Presenter: 
Appropriate 
selection of 
article

Detailed critical 
analysis of article

Spoke audibly 
with expression

Answered 
audience 
members’ 
questions 
accurately, 
thoughtfully, and 
with confidence

Audience 
member:  
remained focused 
on speakers 
and their 
presentations

Asked thoughtful 
questions
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Lesson 10
Is the Canadian Judicial System just and fair? 

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 
Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events 
and issues.

Essential Question
•	 In what ways are our Canadian Government 

and Judicial System structured to ensure 
that our society is just and fair? 

•	 In what ways can it improve?

Supplies
•	 Completed current event summary, from 

Lesson 9
•	 Current event and oral language presentation 

rubrics, see lesson 9

Evidence of Learning
•	 Current event summary worksheet. 
•	 Oral language presentation rubric.

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know more about the Canadian 

Judicial process and how conflicts are 
resolved in Canadian courts and by Canadian 
government. 

•	 Students will be able to draw conclusions 
and present findings about chosen articles.

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Evidence
•	 Cause and Consequence
•	 Perspective
•	 Ethical Judgment

Language Arts
•	 Transform ideas and information to create 

original texts
•	 Use writing and design processes to 

plan, develop, and create engaging and 
meaningful information texts

Content
•	 International cooperation and responses to 

global issues
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues, 

including class structure and gender
•	 Roles of individuals. Governmental 

organizations and NGOs, including groups 
representing indigenous peoples

•	 Economic policies and resource 
management, including effects of indigenous 
peoples

•	 Media technologies and coverage of currents 
events

5 minutes per student for individual presentations

Key Words
First Nations, current events, current event summary sheet, current event presentation checklist, 
editorial biases, Canadian judicial system, federal, provincial, local, indigenous, reliability of 
source
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Activities
1.	 Students will present their articles and the class will analyze and discuss each article.  

Note: Teacher will facilitate discussion surrounding the concepts of fairness and justice in 
articles presented. Be sure to discuss bias in articles, reliability of sources, and the concept 
of justice. Refer back to the essential questions for each discussion.

2.	 Remind students of the criteria for their presentation found in Current Event Presentation 
rubric. 
 
Extension: As a class, brainstorm a class project you could take on or possible ways your 
students could make an effort to get involved in issues that are important to them. 
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Lesson 11
Analyzing Government and Judicial Systems around the world 

Big Ideas 
•	 Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms. 
•	 Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events 

and issues.

Essential Question
•	 Which type of government and judicial 

system do YOU think is most effective?

Supplies
•	 Essay outline 
•	 Essay editing checklist
•	 Essay marking rubric of teacher’s choice

Evidence of Learning
•	 Essay outline 
•	 Good copy essay and assess using essay 

rubric of choice

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know about many types of 

government and judicial systems around the 
world. 

•	 Students will be able to argue their point 
of view concerning which government and 
judicial system is most effective. 

Key Words
Essay outline, essay editing checklist, essay 
marking rubric, government systems, judicial 
systems, point of view, ethical judgement

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Inquiry
•	 Significance
•	 Evidence
•	 Cause and Consequence
•	 Perspective
•	 Ethical Judgment

Language Arts
•	 Use writing and design processes to 

plan, develop, and create engaging and 
meaningful informational texts

•	 Assess and refine texts to improve clarity, 
effectiveness, and impact, according to 
purpose, audience, and message

•	 Use an increasing repertoire of conventions 
of Canadian spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation

•	 Transform ideas and information to create 
original texts

Content
•	 International cooperation and responses to 

global issues
•	 Global poverty and inequality issues, 

including class structure and gender
•	 Different systems of government
•	 Economic policies and resource 

management, including effects of Indigenous 
Peoples

•	 Media technologies and coverage of current 
events

Ten-45 minute blocks
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Activities
1.	 Review the types of government and judicial systems students have learned about.

2.	 Have students make a choice about which government system they think is most effective. 
Discuss and debate as a class.

3.	 Using the Essay Outline handout, have students plan their essay.

4.	 Have students write a persuasive personal essay defending their choice.
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Essay Outline
Thesis (Topic)

Main Reason 1 Main Reason 2 Main Reason 3

Facts or Examples Facts or Examples Facts or Examples

Conclusion
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Essay Editing Checklist
❏❏ Introductory and concluding paragraphs (at least 4 sentences each) 
❏❏ Three paragraphs containing the three mains points of your argument
❏❏ Each paragraph contains at least five sentences
❏❏ Transition words in each paragraph
❏❏ Thesis clearly stated in last sentence of introduction
❏❏ Proper capitalization and punctuation (no run-on sentences!) 
❏❏ Spelling checked
❏❏ Careful read-through to ensure all ideas and sentences make sense and flow well
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Lesson 12: Optional Unit Wrap-up
Court Visit and Mock Trial Preparation

Big Ideas 
Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms.  

Essential Question
What personnel do we see in court?

Curricular Competencies
Social Studies
•	 Significance 

Language Arts
•	 Synthesize ideas from sources to build 

understanding

Supplies
•	 Court personnel matching activity and 

answer key
•	 Whiteboard or paper
•	 Scissors
•	 Criminal court setting handouts – 

description and diagram
•	 What Do I Know About Court Personnel 

handout and answer key

Content
•	 Regional conflict
•	 Different systems of government 

Performance Tasks
•	 Students will know the roles and responsibilities of court personnel.
•	 Students will be able to identify the significance of various job titles and roles associated with 

them.

Key Words
Court personnel, criminal, civil, lawyer, crown counsel, defence counsel, criminal court setting, 
court watching, jury, accused, court clerk, court recorder, judge, witness, court reporter deputy 
sheriff, trial, breaking the law

Evidence of Learning
•	 Handouts
•	 Teacher observation of student’s understanding during game

Mock trials can be found at mypita.ca.

60 Minutes
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Activities
1.	 Students complete Court Personnel matching activity in groups of two or three.

2.	 As groups finish, give students the Criminal Court Setting handout to check their answers.

3.	 Discuss roles of court personnel as a class.

4.	 Using whiteboards or a piece of paper, play a game, using the Criminal Court Setting 
handout, where the teacher reads out a job responsibility and the students record the 
associated job title on a whiteboard/paper and hold it up.

5.	 Have a competition to see who can get the most correct. Work in partners or groups.

6.	 Assign What Do I Know About Court Personnel handout to be completed. 

Court Personnel
Answer Key 

1.	 Settles legal arguments between the lawyers. Judge

2.	 Swears in the witnesses. Court Clerk/Recorder 

3.	 Records, using a DARS (Digital Audio Recording System), all of the information given by the 
witnesses in a trial. Court Clerk/Recorder

4.	 Protects Judge and jury. Deputy Sheriff

5.	 Presents evidence to the court that the government has gathered against the accused. 
Crown Counsel

6.	 Defends the accused, creates the reasonable doubt in the mind of the Judge and/or jury. 
Defence Counsel

7.	 Listens to the facts of the case and decides whether the accused is not guilty or guilty of the 
offence. Consists of 8 or 12 members.  
Jury

8.	 Gives facts to the court regarding the case.  
Witness

9.	 The person that the government has charged with breaking the law.  
Accused
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What Do I Know About Court Personnel?
Answer Key

1.	 It is important because judges have to be fair and not take sides. Their rulings are based on 
the facts and the law. 

2.	 The exhibits are important because evidence must be protected so they are not lost or 
tampered with. 

3.	 Audio recordings (DARS – Digital Audio Recording System) are an accurate record of 
exactly what was said during court proceedings that can be referred to later; for example, if 
someone wants to appeal a ruling. 

4.	 Court Reporters are no longer courtroom staff. If needed, a lawyer can hire a court reporter 
to attend a trial and give an immediate written recording of the proceedings. Otherwise, 
Court Reporters can be hired outside of the courtroom to transcribe the DARS recording. 

5.	 The sheriff must ensure that the accused does not leave the courtroom and s/he also 
protects the rest of the members of the court from the accused. 

6.	 Crown Counsel represents the government. The Queen is the titular head of state in Canada 
and the term “Crown” refers to the Queen. That is also why criminal cases are referred to as 
Regina v so-and-so, since Regina is Latin for “queen.” If England is ruled by a king rather 
than a queen, then the term Rex (Latin for “king”) will be used. 

7.	 There is no accused who has been charged with a crime against the government in a civil 
case so there is no Crown Counsel. 

8.	 Normally, there are 12 members in a criminal jury and 8 in a civil one, although, in the 
provinces, a criminal trial may proceed with as few as 10 jurors. In the territories, a criminal 
jury may have only eight members. 

9.	 A criminal jury’s decision must be unanimous and be based on whether or not the accused 
is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. A civil jury’s decision may be unanimous, or if the judge 
orders, at least 75%, or six members of the jury, must agree on a decision. The decision is 
based on the balance of probabilities, or who is more likely correct. 

10.	 It is important to have regular citizens decide the outcome of some trials, since they 
represent the current values and judgments of society. 

11.	 They are Plaintiff’s Counsel and Defendant’s Counsel.

12.	 Court personnel do their work in a serious and efficient manner because the court is a very 
formal place where certain protocols must be observed. 

13.	 Remember to be mindful that there could possibly be family and friends of those involved in 
the court case around you. Always be respectful, courteous, and quiet. This is real life, not a 
television show!
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Court Personnel 
Match the court personnel to their role

Crown Counsel Judge

Jury Defence Counsel

Accused Witness

Court Clerk/Recorder Deputy Sheriff

1.	 Settles legal arguments between the lawyers. _ ____________________________________________

2.	 Swears in the witnesses. __________________________________________________________________

3.	 Uses and maintains digital equipment to ensure that audio recording of Supreme Court trial 
proceedings is being recorded clearly. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Protects Judge and jury.___________________________________________________________________

5.	 Presents evidence to the court that the government has gathered against the accused. 
___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Defends the accused, creates the reasonable doubt in the mind of the Judge and/or jury. 

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

7.	 Listens to the facts of the case and decides whether the accused is not guilty or guilty of the 
offence. Consists of 8 or 12 members. 

_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 Gives facts to the court regarding the case. 
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 The person that the government has charged with breaking the law. 
_ __________________________________________________________________________________________
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Criminal Court Setting
Judge •	 Decides whether the accused person is guilty or not guilty if there is no jury

•	 Explains to the jury their job
•	 Settles legal arguments between the lawyers
•	 Sentences the accused if he/she is found guilty

Court Clerk/
Recorder

•	 Assists the Judge
•	 Maintains court records, administers oaths to witnesses and jurors, and 

authenticates copies of the court’s orders and judgments with the court’s seal
•	 Swears in the witnesses
•	 Takes care of the exhibits
•	 Records the whole trial using a DARS (Digital Audio Recording System) and 

keeps a recording log which lists the order of witnesses
•	 May make transcripts from this recording
•	 Works in the Supreme Court, Provincial Court, and the court of Appeal

Deputy 
Sheriff

•	 Transports prisoners from the jail to the court
•	 Takes care of the prisoners in the courtroom
•	 Protects the Judge, Jury, and Public
•	 Serves some court documents

Crown 
Counsel

•	 Presents evidence to the court that the government has gathered against the 
accused

•	 Tries to prove the accused is guilty beyond a reasonable doubt

Defence 
Counsel

•	 Defends the accused
•	 Tries to show that the Crown has not proven his/her case

Jury •	 Listens to the facts of the case and decides whether the accused is guilty or not 
guilty of the offence 

•	 In a criminal case, the jury consists of 12 members
•	 In a civil case, the jury consists of 8 members

Witnesses •	 Give facts to the court regarding the case
•	 Can be sworn in to tell the truth on the bible, a holy book of their own faith, or be 

affirmed
•	 Are seated outside the courtroom, while testimony is given by another witness

Accused •	 Is the person the government has charged with breaking the law
•	 Is presumed innocent until proven guilty

Public Gallery •	 Courts are open to the public, because “justice must not only be done, it must be 
seen to be done” (Chief Justice Hewert, British High Court)
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What Do I Know About Court Personnel? 
Answer the following questions

1.	 Why is it important to have an impartial judge hearing each case?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 Why is it important for the Court Clerk to take care of the exhibits?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Why is it important for the proceedings to be tape recorded?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 Why does the Deputy Sheriff sit next to the accused in a criminal trial? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 What is the significance of the term “Crown Counsel”? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 Why is there no Crown Counsel in a civil case?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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7.	 How many members sit on a criminal jury? How many sit on a civil jury?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

8.	 What is the difference between how criminal and civil juries make their decisions? (Includes 
burden of proof and how many must agree.) 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

9.	 What is the purpose of having a jury? 
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

10.	 What are the lawyers in a civil case called?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

11.	 How do court personnel promote an attitude of respect in the courtroom?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 	
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________

12.	 What is the most important thing to remember when you are courtwatching in terms of your 
own behaviour?  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________  
___________________________________________________________________________________________



Visit mypita.ca for other resources and mock trials.


