1. One of the star characters of Halloween is the spider.  Some people think that they are helpful and interesting while others think they are creepy and terrifying. 
2. Spiders get their bad reputation mostly because of their 8 long legs and quick movements.  You have to admit they don’t look cute and cuddly.

3. Spiders may not look lovable but they do seem clever.  Consider, for instance, how the spider, Charlotte, in the book Charlotte’s Web, saved the life of the pig, Wilbur.

4. I don’t deserve to die!  I don’t want to be turned into bacon or pork chops!  Charlotte saved my life by spinning words in her web showing everyone how terrific I am (holds up sign saying Terrific Pig)
5. When Wilbur first found out how Charlotte ate, he was horrified.  You have to admit it sounds terrible.  Spiders trap their prey, then inject poison into them to paralyze them so they can’t move.
6. Then, they liquefy their prey’s insides and slurp it up – like a milkshake.  It’s creepy to think of being turned into a drink to be slurped up by a spider! (sucks a straw)
7. But think of what a spider is slurping up – flies and other pesky insects.  Spiders are our friends.  They gobble up the insects we don’t want in our houses and our gardens.

All: There was an old lady who swallowed a fly.  I don’t know why she swallowed the fly.  
Perhaps she’ll die.  That same old lady, she swallowed a spider that wriggled and jiggled 
and tickled inside her.  She swallowed the spider to catch the fly and I don’t know why 
she swallowed that fly.  Perhaps she’ll die.

8. Spiders are great hunters because they can move so fast.  If you could run as fast as a female house spider, you could run around the block in only 10 seconds.

1. 
Spiders are often great jumpers, too. If you could jump as far as a European jumping 
spider, you’d be able to leap over five school buses in a row!

2.   It is the spiders’ ability to run, jump and camouflage that so often scares people.  Take 
little Miss Muffet, for instance.

3.  Oh, Lucky Me.  Here I am with my delicious bowl of curds and way.  Yum! Yum! Yum!  
Aaarrrrggghhh!  A spider!

4.  Since spiders are found everywhere, there are stories told about them in many parts of the 
world.  In West Africa, Anansi the spider is the star of many stories.  

5.  A spider’s ability to spin webs can be very, very useful.  In the book, James and the Giant 
Peach, Miss Spider spun silk threads which saved James and all his friends when they 
were surrounded by sharks.  
6.  James and the Giant Peach is of course just a funny story.  However, it is true that spiders can spin enormous webs.  Some spiders make webs that are as big as half of a classroom!

7.  Spider silk’s super strength gave comic book writers the idea for Spiderman
All:  Spiderman, Spiderman, 

Does whatever a spider can 

Spins a web, any size, 

Catches thieves just like flies 

Look Out! 

Here comes the Spiderman.) 
1.
Not all spiders spin webs.  Do you remember the Harry Potter stories?  Consider Hagrid’s  
friend, Aragog.  He and his babies didn’t spin webs but they were carnivores who were 
always on the lookout for fresh meat.

2.
Hagrid raised him from a baby and protected him by hiding him in the Forbidden Forest 
outside Hogwart’s.   As a thank you to Hagrid, Aragog and his babies never tried to eat 
him.

3.
Harry Potter and his friend Ron were not so lucky.  Aragog’s sons and daughters thought 
they looked absolutely delicious!  

4.   Harry probably yelled:  “Don’t eat us!  We’re friends of Hagrid’s!  We don’t taste any 
good without ketchup!”  
5.
Ron was probably thinking: “Find a teacher or a principal to eat instead – they taste much 
better!”
6.   While we may think of spiders as blood-thirsty, really they are just trying to find dinner – 
just like us.  
7. In fact, spiders want to eat food that is smaller than them – not humans.  Lots of people 
really enjoy having hairy spiders called tarantulas as pets.
8. Whether you love them or hate them, there is no doubt that spiders are fascinating.  
