Mastering the Basics - Reasons for using the plan: 

a) It is important to offer year-long practice of basic Math skills, rather than just talking about and working on each skill in a particular unit.

b) Mastering the Basics (Basic Skills Tests or BSTs, as I call it) offer students an opportunity to take personal responsibility for their own achievement in Math.

c) The program offers simple tests (some are only 4 questions long) that students feel confident about writing because they know exactly what the tests will look like and what is expected of them.

d) Giving students the option of choosing which test they want to challenge each week puts the responsibility in their hands!  It is more motivating for students to progress when they are given choice. 

e) The atmosphere of Math testing becomes so positive!  Students are disappointed if the BSTs are ever cancelled and they often ask to write more than one test during the testing time, when they finish early.

f) Parents are pleased to see their children develop positive attitudes towards Math and the tests are clear enough for parents to help kids to master.

g) Both students and parents are encouraged by the policy of not using (for marks) any scores that are not passing scores because the students are then confident that trying a test and not doing well is not a risk.  I record and use, for term end marking, the number of topics each student has mastered, but it is important to communicate that below passing scores will not become part of their Math term average.  It is through their attempts and errors that they learn to consciously address how well they understand specific concepts.

h) High level students are encouraged by being able to work hard to achieve 100% on all tests.  Students who achieve 100% on all topics are given extension work. (This doesn’t happen very often).

i) Mastering the Basics gives a good picture of how each child may be struggling with specific skills.  It quickly lets me know, at the beginning of the year, which students need specific help and allows me, in a positive way, to give them individual help.  Often, students have misconceptions about Math - the BSTs allow the teacher to identify these early in the year. 
j) Using the BST record as an addition to the report card is very informative; it describes each child’s progress with basic skills very clearly. 

