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The Christmas Candle
1:
Cultures and religions throughout the world have special celebrations of light to brighten the dark days of winter.  All cultures and religions are also alike in their belief that it is important for us to be kind to one another.

2:
All cultures pass on their important ideas through the power of story telling.  The short play we are going to act out for you is based on this book called The Christmas Candle by Richard Paul Evans.

Mom:
Drat!  It’s almost time for our Christmas Eve dinner and I forgot to buy a candle for the table centerpiece.  Ben! Marie!

Marie:
Yes, mom.

Mom:
I need you and your brother to go to the store and get a candle for our centerpiece.  Where is Ben?

Marie:
Ben, come on!  Mom needs us to go shopping.

Ben:
Aw, mom.  Not now.  I’m trying to finish wrapping my Christmas presents and if I leave, Sarah and Jason will probably get into the stuff in my room.

Jason:
You’re always so worried about your stuff.  We don’t break your stuff – at least not very often.

Sarah:
And don’t worry, Ben, we won’t open any of your Christmas presents while you’re gone – unless of course they break open or something.

Ben:
Mom! Dad!

Dad:
They are just teasing you.  Now get going, you two.  It won’t take long.  Here’s $20.

Mom:
And wear your warm jackets.  It’s freezing outside!

Ben:
But, it’s almost dark.

Mom:
Well, go quickly.  You can light the candle on the way home and it will act like a flashlight.
Marie:
Don’t worry, Ben.  Super sister is here to protect you!!!

SM:  

Good evening.  How may I help you two?
Ben:

We have to buy a Christmas candle. 
SM:

I can sell you one of these Christmas candles for only 5 cents.  You   

may find it very valuable although it will cost you a lot at first.
Marie:
What do you mean cost a lot?  You’re only charging us 5 cents and dad gave us $20. 

SM:
That will give you lots of change to take with you.  It might come in handy!  Merry Christmas to you, my brother and sister.

Marie:
What a strange thing to say!  We’re no relatives of his!
Marie:
It’s kind of dark and spooky here.  
Woman comes forward

3:
Ben and Marie walk cautiously, afraid the old woman might want to rob them.
Woman:
Hi, kids.  Can you spare a little change?  
3:
As Marie’s eyes narrowed in contempt at the beggar, she saw the woman’s face in the light of the candle.   She gasped, seeing the face was that of her own grandmother!

Marie:
Grandma!  What are you doing out without your warm coat?  Here, 

take my jacket!
4:

But as she moved from the candle’s light, her appearance 


changed.  She was a beggar, not their grandmother! She 



disappeared into the darkness, carrying Marie’s coat.

Ben:

That was dumb, Marie!  Now you’re going to get cold! 
5:
As Ben and Marie continued on their way home, another shadow emerged.

Ben:
Jason!  Why are you doing here??  Where is your jacket?  You’re going to freeze out here.  Here, put on mine. 
Boy:

Hey, cool!  Thanks, bro!  Nice jacket!  
5:

Just as before, Ben and Marie then saw the boy’s face more 


clearly.

Marie:
Ben, what were you thinking?  That was a stranger – not our brother.  Now you don’t have a coat either!  
6:
Just then, a man came striding towards them.  Feeling frightened, they held the candle up to see that it was their Uncle George.  

Ben:
Gee, I’m glad it’s you!  I was a little freaked out when you started walking towards us.  

Man:
Don’t worry.  I just wanted to see if you had a little spare money.  I haven’t got any money for dinner tonight.
Marie:
We’ve got almost $20.  I’m sure mom and dad would want us to give it to you.

Man:

Thanks, you two.  Hey – you guys!  We’ve got money for food.

(A group of friends emerge and cheer.)  Thanks!  Food  - I can hardly wait!  I’m starving!  God bless you!  Merry Christmas!
6:
As the man left the candle’s light, Ben and Marie saw that the man was a stranger.

Ben:

Hey, you’re not Uncle George!!

Marie:
What is it with this candle???  It keeps playing tricks on us!

Girl:

Have you guys got anything to eat?  Please?  I haven’t eaten all 

day!
7:
Ben and Marie looked at the little girl and felt very sorry for her.  This child was tiny, no bigger than their youngest sister. They pulled the candle away.  This time they would not be fooled.

Marie:
Anyway, Ben.  We don’t have anything to give her.

8:
When Ben and Marie arrived at home, everyone was excited, ready to start their Christmas Eve feast!

Mom:

Great!  You’re back!  And you brought the candle!  

Dad:

We’ve been waiting for you.  Now come wash up for dinner.

Brother:
And then my presents!
Sister:
And mine too!
Father:
But what happened to your coats? – You two look frozen!

Mother:
Where are your jackets?
Marie:
We gave them away.

Sister:
Who did you give them to?
9:

Ben and Marie looked at their Christmas candle and then they 


looked at each other, as they began to understand.

Marie:
The salesman spoke the truth.  This candle is valuable.
Ben:

Marie, I think we need to go out and find our youngest sister – the 

one we left behind.  There is plenty of food here for one more!

10:
That Christmas Eve, a lesson was learned and taken to heart:  If 

we see things as they truly are, we will find that all of us belong to 

the same human family.

11:
May the light of kindness guide each of us in our actions towards one another.  Kindness is a gift that spreads from one person to another.  

12.
Like yawns (everyone enters from the wings, yawning).

12.
And giggles (everyone giggles)

12.
And sneezes (everyone sneezes)

12:
This holiday season, please give the gift of kindness that spreads and spreads and spreads.

Everyone:  Care for one another!

